[Action of idazoxan on tachycardia following electric stimulation of the thoracic sympathetic chain in the rat].
Selective stimulation of sympathetic nerves of the pithed rat (instead of stimulation of the whole sympathetic outflow) induced a frequency-dependent increase in heart rate. This electrical-induced tachycardia is decreased by clonidine and increased by idazoxan. The effect of idazoxan was not observed in experiments using continuous stimulation of the sympathetic outflow. It is then concluded that alpha 2 antagonists are able to increase the electrical-induced tachycardia in the pithed rat as they do in the dog or the cat.